
Relief programs delivered 
by Dalhousie were well 
run; responsibilities and 
roles were understood

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS

Value-for-Money Audit of Early COVID-19 Relief Programs

Government's quick 
response to set up 

COVID-19 relief 
programs in first wave

Commendable

Well Run

Province spent $100 
million before knowing
the true cost of relief

Gave Up Control

Emergency childcare 
grants were created to 

ensure the sector 
remained viable

Process and control 
weaknesses with 

emergency childcare 
provider grants

Acted Quickly

Concerning

At A Glance: Our Recommendations

 
 

We recommend the Department of Finance and Treasury Board, in consultation with the Executive 
Council Office, develop guidance on providing grants in emergency situations which considers any 
lessons learned during COVID-19.

 
We recommend the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development perform audits to 
ensure the emergency childcare grants accurately went to entitled recipients. The Department 
should take appropriate corrective action if errors are found.

Weaknesses

Consider Options

Important for Province 
to consider its options 
regarding significant 
future residual funds

Millions in potentially 
unspent relief funds will 
go to Research NS, not 
return to the Province 


